Barnstormers GA Meeting Minutes 11-27-12
Mattin 160 at 2pm









           Attendance: 31
Announcements

· Victoria: I-Show Submissions due tomorrow at midnight

· Victoria: Shakespeare show will be in Arellano

· Steph: For the Musical, Tech Assistant positions will be available

· Tory: Publicity Assistant position is available

· Lien: Witness Showcase tonight at 8pm in Arellano

· Matt: Holiday Party on December 1

Voting on the Spring Musical short list
· Discussion of each play. Active members will be given an opportunity to speak in favor of or against each show. Each show will be discussed for five minutes maximum. 

1. Spring Awakening
· Large cast (especially males)
· But only 2 male leads 

· Very dark, possibly too emotionally difficult for 14 people

· Well-known

· Complications w/ sex-scene?
· Chorus is onstage all the time – hard to schedule

2. The Wild Party
· Lots of fun; love-triangle plot

· Large cast (especially males)
· But there are non-singing roles

· Once an actor on stage, he is on stage the whole time

· Orgy scene

3. Oklahoma
· Doesn’t involve difficult acting, scenes are only needed to get to songs
· Wouldn’t incite Hopkins audience to come

· Run time: 2.5 hours

· Period dancing, needs a great choreographer

· Great tech opportunities

4. Bat Boy: The Musical
· Performed at Hopkins 8 years ago
· Pretty obscure, but the batboy image is well-known and title includes “musical”
· Acting-driven

· Flexible in terms of dancing
· Great opportunities for tech
· Very fun

· Keep in mind Hopkins has singing talent as well as singing talent

· Mocking horror drama, similar to how Drowsy mocked musicals
· Would require a director who’s 
5. Hairspray
· 16 roles + huge ensemble

· Needs African American cast members, joint show?
· Very well-known, fun. But some people hate it b/c it’s too campy.
· Many locations in the set
· Takes place in Baltimore

· Stylized, partnered dancing. Need lots of boys.

6. You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown
· Smaller cast

· Overdone, hard to bring originality to it?
· Others say it’s a show that gets overlooked, it’s hilarious and their objectives are very strong
· Difficulty attracting an audience

· Lots of fun to be in
· Basic music, not challenging enough

· Extremely short scenes between songs that may be boring

7. Wonderful Town
· Few people have heard it, but that might not be a negative
· Relatable to college audience

· Period piece, very typically classical

8. Legally Blonde
· Many locations in the set
· Live dog? Could be a puppet dog.

· Many female roles

· Well-known and new

· Need only a few strong dancers

· Should do a more acting-directed show

· Only one character is strong, the others are ensemble

9. Little Women
· Strong female roles
· Musical is a let-down if you loved the book

· Reliant on one character

· Costume issues

· Other people didn’t love the book, wouldn’t want to see the musical

10. 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
· Great acting opportunities for all types of people, featured roles
· Fun but also touching

· New and different, recently on Broadway
· Audience participation built into the script

· Some actors wouldn’t want to play children, others really would. Child voices optional
· Nerdy characters that might strike a chord with a Hopkins audience

· Music is a little simple, but clever lyrics

11. Sweeney Todd
· Big effects show. Ramp or dummy falling, blood. Railings would need to go on anything taller than 2 feet.
· Acting important in every song

· Casting is flexible

· Not great female roles, and many females will audition. 

· This is the one musical that people who don’t like musicals actually like. 
· Lots of pressure on Hopkins b/c it has been done so well so many times.

· Challenging music, we could have a really strong chorus.

· It’d be better to do a good show well than a great show poorly.

12. A Chorus Line 

· Performed at Hopkins 9 years ago

· Huge cast (10 male, 10 female) + chorus

· Non-singing roles that are important
· Audience has to believe all of them are amazing dancers. But we do have people who can dance well who haven’t auditioned b/c we haven’t tried a big dance musical before.

· We must also hire a choreographer. 

· Not great tech opportunitites.

· First round of voting: write down your bottom plays (up to 3). Three plays with most votes will be cut.
· Spring Awakening - 5
· The Wild Party - 7
· Oklahoma - 15
· Bat Boy: The Musical - 7
· Hairspray - 6
· You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown - 6
· Wonderful Town - 9
· Legally Blonde - 9
· Little Women - 12
· 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee - 3
· Sweeney Todd - 3
· A Chorus Line - 3
· Tiebreaker (show of hands): Wonderful Town cut instead Legally Blonde

· Second round of voting: write down your top plays (up to 3). Six plays with most votes will be chosen.
· Spring Awakening - 7
· The Wild Party - 0
· Bat Boy: The Musical - 11
· Hairspray - 3
· You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown - 4
· Legally Blonde - 8
· 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee - 20
· Sweeney Todd - 18
· A Chorus Line - 14
· Board will pick musical on Dec 10.

· After the short list has been selected, members of the GA can submit “opinion” letters of each show detailing additional considerations. These letters should be sent to the Barnstormers email account to the attention of the VP of professional productions.
